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Luis Muñoz Marín International Airport is Puerto Rico’s largest airport and is fast 
on its way to becoming a gateway to the entire Caribbean region
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he name José Luis alberto Muñoz 
Marín is one that is revered in 
Puerto rico. born in February 

1898, he was a poet, journalist, politician 
and statesman, and to this day remains 
regarded as both the “Father of Modern 
Puerto rico” and the “architect of the 
commonwealth”. in 1948 Marín became the 
first democratically elected Governor of 
Puerto rico and went on to spearhead an 
administration that would become lauded 
internationally for engineering significant 

economic, political and social reforms that 
immensely benefited the territory.

today the name Luis Muñoz Marín 
adorns Puerto rico’s largest international 
airport. Located in the area known as isla 
Verde, construction of the airport was 
authorised by Marín himself in 1951. the 
decision to build it came in response to the 
changes occurring in the aviation sector at 
time, with many of the airlines that served 
Puerto rico at the time upgrading their 
fleets from propelled to jet aircraft. 
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“The airport is today the 
busiest in the Caribbean 
by passenger traffic with 
over four million people 

boarding a plane  
there per year”

as well as ensuring the caribbean nation 
would now possess a modern airport with 
a runway long enough to land jet aircraft, 
it would also become a major meeting 
point for tourism in Latin america as well 
as being a hub for air cargo. Furthermore, 
in addition to serving as an international 
airport it was also to become the home of the  
Puerto rico air national Guard.

the airport officially opened for business 
on 22 May 1955, taking its current name in 
1985. in the three decades between the 



Atkins Caribe, LLP, is a Puerto Rico-based 
business unit of Atkins—one of the world’s 
leading engineering, design, and project 
management consultancies. Atkins Caribe blends 
the strength of Atkins’ worldwide expertise in 
engineering complex infrastructure projects with 
highly skilled local and North American resources 
to provide state-of-the art engineering, design, 
and project management services within the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and throughout  
the Caribbean region.
Atkins has a decades-long history of successfully 
completing a broad spectrum of projects in Puerto 
Rico, including serving as the general airport 
consultant to the San Juan Luis Muñoz Marin 
International Airport since 1997. Working with 
the airport’s management company, Aerostar 
Airport Holdings, LLC, Atkins has successfully 
supported the airport’s capital improvement 
program, providing airport planning and airfield 

design services, pavement studies, environmental 
assessments, construction management services, 
runway improvements, and much more. For 
example, Atkins recently completed a major 
runway safety area (RSA) improvement project for 
Runway 8-26, the airport’s longest runway.
Atkins effectively leverages the expertise of 
nearly 100 experienced technical and business 
professionals in North America and the Caribbean 
region who specialize in airfield and pavement 
engineering, planning, project management, 
and administrative support—a multidisciplinary 
team that works effectively across geographic 
boundaries to design, plan, and enable some of the 
largest and most complex aviation-related projects 
in the western hemisphere. The Atkins Caribe 
office is strategically located in the San Juan metro 
area, just minutes away from the Commonwealth’s  
federal and state governmental agencies.
www.atkinsglobal.com/northamerica 

1.787.294.2010  

carlos.arboleda@atkinsglobal.com 

 

Atkins has been the lead 
designer of all airfield 
projects at Luis Muñoz Marín 
International Airport in  
San Juan, Puerto Rico for  
the past 13 years.

www.atkinsglobal.com/northamerica

Today, more than 200 million passengers safely arrive or 
depart from runways constructed from Atkins’ designs. 
With full-service capabilities in airside, landside, terminal and 
environmental permitting, combined with community and 
airport master planning, Atkins is prepared to develop the 
airports of the future.

Our aviation projects range from major air carrier runways 
to small turf runways, from large hub terminal designs to 
general aviation T-hangars, and from new greenfield airports 
to renovations of existing facilities.

Whether you’re looking for technical solutions or 
project innovation, let Atkins’ global experience 
take you to new heights.

As part of the CIP program for Luis 
Muñoz Marin International Airport, Atkins 
designed state-of-the-art Aircraft Rescue 
and Firefighting Facilities (ARFF). Atkins also 
provided services for the Reconstruction 
of Runway 10-28 and associated taxiway 
system, including the development of the 
South General Aviation complex.

Atkins knows aviation.

airport grew steadily to include three terminal 
buildings, a 200 space car park and a second 
runway, which was finished in 1972. over 
the years the airport has been the hub for 
numerous caribbean airlines, including Pan 
am, trans caribbean airways and eastern air 
Lines. it also acted as the headquarters of the 
first Puerto rican international airline, Prinair, 
from 1966 until its demise in 1984.

owned by the Puerto rico Ports authority, 
Luis Muñoz Marín international airport is 

atkins

“Over the years the  
airport has been the  
hub for numerous 

Caribbean airlines”
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Established in the 1950’s Gramaslindas is the oldest 
and largest business in Puerto Rico dedicated to sod 
cultivation and related activities. Our experience in 
developing and maintaining an inventory of over 
500 acres of sod makes us the leading supplier/
contractor for any large scale sodding job and 
business relation on the island.  Gramaslindas has 
been consistently ranked as one of Puerto Rico’s top 
five largest landscape contractors in the Caribbean 
Business Book of Lists. 
Our business is divided into three major operations: 
Gramaslindas Sod Farming, Gramaslindas Landscape, 
Inc. and Tropigardens; a Wholesale Business that  
Grows ornamental plants, palms and trees.
Gramaslindas Landscape, Inc., the division in 
wich Yamir E. Rodríguez had been involved as a 
Landscape Manager for the past 11 years; have 

a consecutive business growth trend offering 
different services such as: Landscape Maintenance, 
Grounds Keeping, Pesticide Application, Tree Care, 
Planting, Interiorscape, Landscape Design, and 
others.  We are a proud contractor of 48 projects 
as Home Owners Association, Hotels, Shopping 
Centers, Commercial Spaces, Federal Projects and 
the International Airport Luis Muñoz Marín.
Gramaslindas is the company contracted by 
AEROSTAR AIRPORT HOLDING, LLC to provide hand 
to hand services in this International Airport. Some of 
the services provided inside and outside of the runways 
are Landscape Design, Landscape Maintenance 
and Tree Care on more than 400 acre around the 
property. This operation was directly supervised by 
Mr. Rodríguez in coordination with AEROSTAR.
www.gramaslindas.com

managed by aerostar airport holdings, a 
public-private partnership awarded a lease 
by the government to operate and manage 
the airport for 40 years: the airport is today 
the busiest in the caribbean by passenger 
traffic with over four million people boarding a 
plane there per year according to the Federal 
aviation administration. today dozens of 
airlines continue to operate out of the airport. 
these include the likes of american airlines, 
air america, air canada, united airlines, 
westJet, Jetblue airways and Delta air Lines.

“on a typical day more than 100 flights 
take off and land at Luis Muñoz Marín 
international airport where we service 
around 80 percent of Puerto rican’s that 
travel back and forth from the us mainland 
or indeed further afield,” states Manuel 
Gutierrez, commercial Director of Grupo 
aeroportuario del sureste, the Mexican 
company that holds a 50 percent stake 
in aerostar airport holdings alongside 
highstar capital. “Meanwhile, those visiting 
Puerto rico are predominantly tourists 
coming to enjoy the yearlong good weather, 

Gramaslindas landscape

Luis Muñoz Marín internationaL airport



Do you have millions of dollars allocated 
in your budget to deal with business 
disruptions?  If not, it is crucial to adapt and 
adopt Power Engineering’s SPP Model to 
prevent high voltage electrical failures:
Safety: Perform coordination, short circuit, 
and arc flash study.
Predictive: Schedule testing of equipment to 
create trending and act before it reacts.
Preventive: Performing annual shutdown of 
equipment found to have unsafe trending.
Indeed, according to Eng. Agustin Arellano, 
CEO of AEROSTAR Airport Holdings operators 
in Puerto Rico, “Power Engineering has become 
our allies implementing energy strategies and 
ensuring the reliability of our high voltage 
electrical system.  They have been vital to 
make our airport safe for our employees and 
millions of passengers visiting our facilities.” 
www.powerengineeringpr.com

our wonderful beaches and generally to get 
away and relax.”

Puerto rico’s desire to capitalise on growth 
within the tourist sector, and also the business 
sector for that matter, can be felt throughout 
the territory and this includes Luis Muñoz 
Marín international airport itself. the public-
private partnership deal that formed part of 
the agreement for aerostar airport holdings 
taking managerial control of the airport in 
February 2013 included a call for the company 
to invest approximately $1.4 billion over the 
40-year life of the lease in order to solidify it 
as a world-class aviation gateway. it is hoped 
that this level of investment will not only 
consolidate the airport as the principal facility 
serving the caribbean but also allow Puerto 
rico to compete with the 30-odd islands in 
the region that offer tourism. 

this past october  aerostar airport holdings 
announced its intention to invest $240 million 
on renovations to its terminal buildings, with 
upgrades to terminals b and c marking the 
first large-scale works to the airport since the 
company took over operations. these works 
follow on from other improvements made 
since 2008, which include the introduction 
of terminal a and the installation of new light 
systems, press conference rooms and various 
new retail and food outlets.

“we are currently hard at work implementing 
a lot of changes throughout the airport, 

power enGineerinG

vincent@bus-ex.com
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Contact us today and put your 
company in the spotlight!

“We are currently hard  
at work implementing a 

lot of changes throughout 
the airport, particularly 

when it comes to  
terminals B and C”
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particularly when it comes to terminals b and 
c where we are doing things like increasing 
the size of check in areas, making parts of 
the building that were previously too narrow 
wider in order to increase accessibility for 
passengers,” Gutierrez continues. “Meanwhile 
we are also constructing a new security 

checkpoint that will have as many as twelve 
access points, which we expect to have up 
and running by the end of this year.”

there is unquestionably much work to be 
done, what with countless supplementary 
tasks needing completing as well, from 
re-flooring the terminal buildings to 

“What we are focused on doing is challenging those ... 
airports that are handling anywhere up to twelve million 

people per year, in the not too distant future”

installing air conditioning units, electrical 
systems, lighting and scanning technology. 
nevertheless, Gutierrez recognises that the 
results of this work will be of massive benefit 
to all concerned.

“while the aforementioned tasks involve 
a great deal of time, effort and investment, 
what it will mean is that we end up with what 
will almost be a whole new airport, one fit for 
the modern world,” he concludes. “in terms 
of passenger volumes and traffic we are rated 
at around number twelve in Latin america. 
what we are focused on doing is challenging 
those at the top of the list, airports that 
are handling anywhere up to twelve million 
people per year, in the not too distant future. 

we realise that to do that we need to achieve 
that is increase our capacity, which means 
increasing expenditure, and we feel that is 
something we can make happen, while at the 
same time establishing this as the best airport 
in the caribbean in terms of service, quality 
and passenger satisfaction.”  

22 May, 1955
the date the 

airport opened 
for business

1985
year Luis Muñoz 

Marín international 
airport took its name

$1.4 billion
the amount to be 

invested in the airport 
during aerostar 

airport holdings’ 
40 year lease

100+
number of flights 
which take off and 
land at Luis Muñoz 
Marín international 

airport during 
a typical day

Did you know?
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