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W
ith economic growth 
fa lter ing a lmost 
everywhere in the 
developed world, 
Western Australia is 

a good place to be. It’s not immune to 
recessionary pressures but its onshore 
and offshore resources are underpinning 
what looks like really sustainable trade 
expansion. Australia’s national economy 
grew by 2.5 per cent during 2011, 
outstripping the Eurozone; but according 
to the State of the States report published 
by CommSec in January 2012, Western 
Australia is well ahead of all the other 
states, thanks to its mining boom.

It has the lowest unemployment at 4.8 
per cent and its economic output is 28 per 
cent higher than its 10-year average. The 
report predicts that Western Australia will 
continue leading its eastern counterparts 
in terms of construction activity and 
business equipment spending over the 
next 12 months; but how long this happy 
situation will continue depends on how 
long demand for Australian iron ore, 
hydrocarbons and other minerals holds 
up, warns Brad Geatches, Perth Airport’s 
CEO for the past five years.

Geatches is in a unique position to judge 
the ebb and flow of Western Australia’s trade 
because most of it passes through Perth 
Airport. His tenure has already covered 
a period of enormous growth: passenger 
numbers through Perth have more than 
doubled since 2002, to 11.5 million in 
2010/11. “The perception,” he says, “is that 
we are in an extended period of investment 

New domestic pier–construction 
to commence mid year
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Opportunities in Australia 
for engineering and EPCM 
professionals 

Aurecon provides world-class 
engineering, project delivery, 
management and specialist technical 
services to government and private 
sector clients. With around 7,000 
staff and over 80 offices worldwide, 
we empower our people to make a 
difference through innovation and 
teamwork. 
Our Resources team delivers technically 
complex projects across a wide range of 
infrastructure requirements. Our mining 
projects span the entire “pit to port” 
project life cycle from feasibility through 
to decommissioning. We deliver across 
a range of industries including iron ore, 
coal and base metals.

We are currently experiencing strong 
growth in Australia and are looking 
for experienced EPCM professionals 
to work on large mining and industrial 
related projects in Perth, Adelaide  
and Brisbane. 
We have opportunities for:
•  Project Directors
•  Project Managers 
•  Project Controls Managers
• Construction Managers
•  Senior Civil / Structural Engineers 

(Marine)
•  Project Controls Engineers
•  Cost Controllers
•  Planners / Schedulers
•  Contract Engineers
Aurecon offers the opportunity to 
work alongside innovative and world 
class professionals who strive to be 
thought leaders. We offer a variety of 
career paths that are challenging and 
diverse. Successful candidates will be 
offered a competitive remuneration 
package, relocation assistance and 
visa sponsorship.

To register your interest 
visit www.aurecongroup.com 
and apply under job number 
780919. For general enquiries 
please contact Vlad Jelinek on  
+61 8 9223 1548 or e-mail 
Vlad.Jelinek@aurecongroup.com

Applications are sought from 
direct candidates only.
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in the resource sector, so 
we are going to see strong 
growth over the next few 
years while that investment 
is undertaken.”

Geography dictates 
that civil aviation is the 
key to Western Australia’s 
prosperity. Bulk exports 
are shipped from the 
Port of Fremantle but 
anything more portable, 
from diamonds to people, 
have little option but to use 
air services: to reach the 
nearest regional centre let 
alone state capital or overseas destination 
takes a minimum of two days by any form 
of surface transport!

Perth Airport covers more than 2,100 
hectares. About half the land is earmarked 
for aviation purposes; one third is used for 
non-aeronautical property development as 
it is a critical commercial land supply for 
the city of Perth and a natural home for 
transport/logistics companies and many 
of the service companies that work in the 
resource sector; and the remainder is set 

Connecting passengers to the terminals
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Aurecon
During the recent Perth Airport expansion, Aurecon 
delivered mechanical, civil, electrical, fire, hydraulics, 
façade and traffic engineering services across a range 
of projects including Prescient Infrastructure, Terminal 
1, Terminal 3 Upgrade, Terminal WA, QANTAS Terminal 
expansion and site-wide airfield taxiway and runway 
pavement expansion and upgrades.
Aurecon provides engineering, project management and 
specialist technical services. Working across all global 
sectors, with a strong emphasis on buildings, transport, 
infrastructure, mining, industrial and resources, Aurecon 
is experienced in major project delivery. Aurecon has more 
than 7,000 staff in over 80 offices worldwide. 
www.aurecongroup.com

“We Are Well 
connected by roAd 

With the Port of 
fremAntle”



aside for permanent conservation of fauna 
and heritage sites. There’s even a gold 
refinery there, and it is the natural place 
to locate oil and gas service companies. 
“They use the airfreight capacity for 
high value materials,” says Geatches. 
“Additionally, we are well connected by 
road with the port of Fremantle. We sit 
next to the main rail freight hub and in 
some respects can be seen as an extension 
of the port, which is land-poor.”

The peculiar demands of the resource 
sector have presented some challenges for 
the airport. The mines fly their workforce 
in and out of regional and remote areas, and 
there is a very strong preference for that 
activity to happen in very small windows 
in the early morning, between 5:30am and 
7:00am. “We have a high departure peak 
in the morning,” says Geatches. “All the 
large companies are competing for the 
same scarce pool of labour. So the rosters 
the companies offer have to be attractive 
to the workers. We would love to see them 
spread their demands to the weekend, for 
example, but we have not been able to 
convince them to do that.”

The entire sector is an important customer, 
so the airport has to accommodate it. “We 
are just one element of a very substantial 
logistics chain for the mining companies,” 
he stresses. “If we don’t fulfil our role and get 
the employees to the mine site, the draglines 
don’t work and when you are looking at $140 
per tonne of iron ore, the few extra dollars 
per worker to grow Perth Airport’s facilities 
is not a big consideration.”

Currently the domestic terminal that Checking in

“We Are just one element of A very 
substAntiAl logistics chAin for the 

mining comPAnies”

serves these customers, as well as the 
considerable inter-state traffic going 
through Perth Airport, is located at the 
western side of the airfield. By the end of 
2012 a new $120 million terminal will be 
ready at a new location adjacent to the 
international terminal to the east of the 
main runway, between that and a planned 
second runway. Custom-designed for 
the resource sector by leading architects 
Hassell, with environmental sustainability 
at the forefront of design, it is well into 
construction with local contractor Broad 
Construction Services. “It is a single level 

terminal with a very substantial aircraft 
parking apron, holding up to 36 aircraft,” 
says Geatches. Passengers will get to the 
aircraft through covered walkways—busy 
with frequent arrivals and departures of 
mainly quite small aircraft, there is no need 
for expensive air bridges here. 

The new terminal will have 16 check-in 
counters and space for new self-service and 
bag-drop technology for faster and easier 
checking-in, three large baggage reclaim 
belts minimising waiting times, and plenty 
of parking. In early 2013, Skywest, Alliance 
Airlines, Air Australia and Tiger Airways 

New  baggage reclaim area at the international terminal in 2014
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will relocate to the new terminal. This will 
significantly reduce activity in the existing 
domestic precinct, further improving the 
experience for Qantas and Virgin Australia 
customers; but above all it will transform the 
management of currently over-scheduled 
services for the mining companies. 
Environmental best practice includes 
rainwater harvesting and re-use for toilets 
and gardens, with 2,000 cubic metres of 
underground storage capacity, underground 
ducting of ventilation for air-conditioning 

International terminal
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Fulton HogAn
Fulton Hogan is a major Australasian civil contracting 
company, providing a broad range of products and services 
to customers in the roads, quarrying, civil contracting, 
mining, airports, ports rail, infrastructure maintenance and 
land development sectors. Our 5,500+ strong team across 
Australia and New Zealand continues to grow and diversify 
into new markets, taking on new challenges and making 
Fulton Hogan one of Australasia’s fastest growing civil 
contracting companies.
From office locations in Hazelmere, Osborne Park and 
Bunbury, Fulton Hogan is expanding its Western Australian 
operations with projects including the recent works at Perth 
Airport. To learn more about Fulton Hogan and our broad 
range of products and services visit:
www.fultonhogan.com.au

to reduce energy use and a sophisticated 
building management system to reduce 
energy consumption during operation.

Environmental performance at the 
airport will be enhanced 
even more with the 
commissioning of a new 
co-generation plant that 
will use gas to generate 
electricity and its heat to 
power the air-conditioning 
for the domestic and 
international terminals. The 
4MW plant is being supplied 
as part of the project by 
Clarke Energy—it will 
operate 24 hours a day and 
will provide reliable back-up 
power during any power 
cuts on the grid. Geatches  
says it will massively 

11.5 million
 

Perth Airport passenger numbers  
in 2010/11
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reduce the airport’s carbon 
footprint too.

Later this year work 
will start on enhancing 
the international terminal. 
Designed by Woods Bagot, 
the $300 million expansion 
will see an expanded 
check-in hall with 16 
additional counters, new 
check-in and bag-drop 
technology, a refurbished 
and spacious departures area and a lot of 
new food and beverage outlets. The project 
includes a pier for Virgin Australia, which 
will move across in 2014. It is all a part of 
the consolidation of the airport over time 
into a single precinct.

Improvements on the airfield are matched 
by changes to air traffic management. 
Australian airspace is managed by Air 
Services Australia (ASA), a government 
corporation. In the vast empty spaces 
of Western Australia, radar coverage is 
not practical so ASA is rolling out ADS-B 
(automated dependent surveillance-
broadcasting), a sophisticated GPS-based 
system that will provide much closer 
monitoring and tracking of aircraft in the 
region. “We work closely with Air Services Current domestic terminal
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APP corPorAtion
APP Corporation (APP) is a leading national professional 
services consultancy providing strategic business solutions 
and delivery services using project management principles. 
We operate across a broad range of industries combining 
innovation, knowledge and technology with the best people 
to deliver outstanding results for our clients through our 
core areas of business: program and project delivery; 
design and technical services; real estate; independent 
assurance services; and consulting & advisory.
www.app.com.au

“We Work closely With Air services 
becAuse there is A relAtion betWeen hoW 

the AirsPAce is mAnAged in And Around 
Perth And the Airfield configurAtion”



because there is a relation between how the 
airspace is managed in and around Perth 
and the airfield configuration,” Geatches 
says. “The configuration of the runways and 
the taxiways affects getting the aircraft out 
and into the sky.”

Between them, the state and federal 
governments are investing close to a billion 
dollars on the roads around the airport. This 
is a necessary complementary development 
to that of the airport itself, Geatches 
emphasises. “This is an impressive, indeed a 
transformational, road upgrade with three-
level freeway-to-freeway interchanges. It 
shows a real determination to invest some of 
the revenues derived from the mining and 
gas industries.” 

The tender for the expanded international 
arrivals area closed recently and the 
successful contractor will be announced 
in March. Later in the year the tender for 
the construction of the new domestic pier 
for Virgin Australia and the international 
departures expansion will go out. It is 
anticipated these works will be completed 
in 2014. In addition, construction will 
commence on a multi-storey car park in 2014.

Consolidation of all commercial air 
services to the international precinct will be 
complete when it is anticipated that Qantas 
will move across following the construction 
of a new shared pier at the eastern end of 
the terminal by 2018.  

New domestic terminal 
under construction
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For more information about
Perth Airport visit:
www.perthairport.com.au
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