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Port EvErgladEs

written by: Will Daynes  research by: DaviD Brogan



Port EvErgladEs

T
hough the name suggests 
otherwise, Port Everglades does 
not actually form part of the 
Florida Everglades, rather is it 
located on the south-eastern 

coast of the Florida peninsula within the 
cities of Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood and 
Dania Beach. Situated in close proximity 
to the Atlantic Ocean shipping lanes, 
the Florida East Coast railway, the state’s 
highway system and the Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood International Airport, it serves 
all of South Florida from Miami to Palm 
Beach and Orlando.

Dubbed South Florida’s 
“powerhouse port”, Port 
Everglades is one of the 
most diverse seaports in the 
United States, among the 
most active containerized 
cargo ports in the United 
States and South Florida’s 
main seaport for petroleum 
products such as gasoline 
and jet fuel, and among the 
top three cruise ports in the world.

Port Everglades leverages its world-
recognized South Florida facilities and 
innovative leadership to drive the region’s 
economic vitality and provide the highest 
levels of service, safety, environmental 
stewardship and community accountability. 
The total value of economic activity at the 
port is approximately $26 billion, while 
more than 201,000 jobs in Florida are 
impacted by it, including 11,700 individuals 
who work for the companies that provide it 
with direct services.

Port Everglades has rapidly established 
itself as Florida leading seaport for 
containerized cargo. Situated within the 
epicentre of a region that thrives on trade 
and tourism, it is the perfect hub and point of 
entry for companies that conduct business in 
Central and South America, the Caribbean, 
Europe, and the Far East.

Every year more than 5.2 million tonnes 
of containerized cargo moves through Port 
Everglades and it is the port’s position that 
nobody moves said cargo in and out faster. 
The reason for this is that the port is part of a 

thriving global transportation 
network, while an aggressive 
expansion of its facilities 
through a multi-million 
dollar capital improvements 
programme has also been 
key to recent growth. This 
programme has to date 
resulted in the port adding 
new and expanded marine 
cargo terminals, become the 
first in the nation to have 

an ELMO system installed and achieving  
99 percent uptime on its gantry cranes.

Ships and cargo are not Port Everglades 
only source of business however. Covering a 
jurisdictional area of some 2,190 acres the port 
also boasts office space, real estate, warehousing, 
a foreign-trade zone and more than 25,000 lineal 
feet of docks. Also, and in addition to major 
cruise lines, cargo and petroleum companies, 
other ancillary industries including security 
companies, import and export companies, 
food suppliers and steamship agents continue 
to benefit from the port’s success.

$26  
Billion

 
Total value of Port 

Everglades’ economic 
activity
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Behind the growth of Port Everglades is 
what it refers to as its 20-year Master Plan, 
one that it updates every two years. The plan 
calls for on-going capital improvements that 
ultimately benefit the port’s customers in 
the cruise, cargo and petroleum industries, 
while 2014’s update re-emphasises its 
determination to plot a course for expanding 
and enhancing existing facilities in a manner 
that is economical and efficient, as well as 
environmentally responsible.

The most recent update to the Master Plan 
identifies a number of key parameters of port 
development. These include have the ability 

SWC has served as the environmental consultant 
team member for master planning at Port 
Everglades since 2006.  Work has included: 
•  site recognizance of upland and marine   

Port facilities; 
•  collecting current data on all existing submerged 

and emergent wetland habitats in and near the 
Port and entrance channel, including mangroves, 
seagrasses and corals; 

•   collecting current data regarding all listed species 
in and near the Port, including Acropora corals, 
manatees, smalltooth sawfish, and wood storks; 

•  collecting current data regarding existing and 
potential contamination sources on the Port 
property;

•   analyzing existing conditions and proposed 
Port and entrance channel expansion plans in 
relation to environmental impacts and permitting 
requirements; 

•  assessing alternative plans for moving the 
conservation easement associated with expansion 
of the Turning Notch that includes 8.7 acres of 

mangrove impacts, as  
well as mitigation plans; 

•  assessing the impacts of sea level  
rise to future Port plans,

•  preparing text and illustrative figures for  
relevant sections of master plan documents;

•  extensive agency coordination and participating  
in agency and public involvement meetings; 

•  addressing questions and comments from 
agencies and the public regarding environmental 
elements of plans and updates; and 

•  preparing text to incorporate  environmental 
sections of the finally-adopted Plan Update into 
the Broward County Comprehensive Plan. 

Currently, SWC is assessing new proposed projects 
at the Port in regard to impacts on natural systems 
and contamination sources, and is preparing 
estimated pricing associated with mitigation and 
remediation required to accomplish these projects. 

www.swcinc.net

SWC

Port Everglades  feature text to go here...
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur 
sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt 
in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id 
est laborum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 

aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum 
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur 
sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt 
in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id 
est laborum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit 



“BEhind thE growth of Port 
EvErgladEs is what it rEfErs to as its 

20-yEar MastEr Plan, onE that it 
uPdatEs EvEry two yEars”

to berth fully laden Post-Panamax vessels 
carrying up to 7,000 twenty-foot equivalent 
container units, being able to support more 
and longer cargo berths with appropriate 
cranes, cruise berths able to handle 1,100-foot 

Port Everglades recognizes the impact the 
port has, not only on its tenants and users, 
but also on the surrounding communities. 
Addressing and resolving issues and 
concerns throughout the planning process 
have fostered an effective working 
relationship and consensus between the 
various stakeholders’ interests. It also 
recognises that the Master Plan is a living 
document and will continue to be updated 
accordingly in the future.

In the meantime Port Everglades is 
embarking on three critical expansion 

ships and larger cruise terminals as well as the 
reconfiguration of slips to enhance efficiency 
and safety, upland improvements to terminals 
and intermodal access, and the adding of a 
new berth for a crushed rock/aggregate ships.

projects that are projected to create as many 
as 7,000 new jobs regionally and support 
some 135,000 jobs state-wide over the next 
15 years. These key expansion projects are 
expected to be completed over the next six 
years and will add up to five berths, widen 
and deepen the channel to 50 feet and bring 
freight rail into the Port.  

Port EvErgladEs

for more information about
port everglades visit:
www.porteverglades.net
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