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No other company has shown a greater commitment to Zambia’s recent economic growth  
than First Quantum Minerals, a fact highlighted by the development of the Trident project
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S
ince it was first discovered in 
the country in the 1920s, copper 
has been one of Zambia’s most 
important sources of income. 
Five years after its independence  

from British rule in 1964 Zambia was 
classified as a middle-income country,  
with its GDP, then among the highest of any 
African nation, buoyed by what where at 
the time soaring copper prices. The history 
of decline in Zambian copper production, as 
opposed to the growth that was witnessed 
for example in Chile over the 
same period, is well known.

While the copper market, 
and indeed the country as 
a whole, has undergone 
significant changes in the 
years since privatisation of 
the industry in the early 
2000s, figures for 2009 
show that copper mining 
in Zambia, which is today 
largely centred in and 
around the Copperbelt 
province, produced in  
excess of 725,000 tonnes of the metal.  
This saw it earn the title of the eighth  
largest copper producer in the world.  

With this title in place it should hardly come 
as a surprise that a host of multi-national 
players within the mining community have 
been attracted to Zambia and more than $7 
billion of Foreign Direct Investment has been 
pumped into the industry since privatisation. 
Be that as it may it would be hard to find a 
company more heavily invested in the country 
than First Quantum Minerals. 
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The company has been working within 
the country since 1997 with its operations 
growing out of what were relatively humble 
beginnings at its Bwana Mkubwa Mine 
in Ndola. During its first few years of 
operations the mine was responsible for 
producing around 10,000 tonnes of copper 
per annum. As a result of the success of  
this asset, in no small part thanks to 
the work of the company’s initial 300  
employees, First Quantum was able to  
invest in the development of the  

Kansanshi Mine at Solwezi.
First Quantum and its 

partner ZCCM commenced 
production at the Kansanshi 
Mine in 2004. Since it began 
operations the Kansanshi 
Mine has undergone several 
expansions, taking it from 
a stage where its initial 
production capacity was 
approximately 110,000 
tonnes of copper to the point 
where it is now capable of 
producing around 340,000 

tonnes of copper and more than 120,000 
ounces of gold per year.

Today the mine employs some 4,000 
Zambian nationals directly and a further 
4,000 Zambians are employed indirectly 
through on-site contractors, while a multi-
stage expansion project currently under 
development aims to increase copper output 
capacity to approximately 400,000 tonnes by 
2015. Through the success of the Kansanshi 
Mine, First Quantum is now able to extend 
its investments in Zambia.

$7   
Billion

 
of Foreign Direct 
investment spent 

in Zambia since the 
privatisation of the 

mining sector 
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Through its subsidiary, Kalumbila Minerals 
Limited, the company holds five large scale 
licences within the Solwezi and Mwinilunga 
Districts of North Western Province that 
make up the Trident project.

The Trident project was initially obtained 
through the acquisition of Kiwara PLC in 
February 2010. Since then, the large-scale 
mining licence, covering 950 kilometres, 
has been received, environmental impact 

Site overview

assessment approved and construction works 
have commenced.

Located some 140 kilometres west of the 
town of Solwezi and 150 kilometres from 
the Kansanshi Mine, Trident comprises the 
Sentinel copper deposit and the Enterprise 
and Intrepid targets. Sentinel’s processing 
facility alone will have a target throughput 
rate of 55 million tonnes per annum of ore 
at an average grade of 0.5 percent copper. 

As the world’s leading specialist flooring 
company with manufacturing plants 
across Europe, the Americas, Asia and 
Africa, a global commercial and sales 
support team and the backing of a major 
multinational manufacturing group, we 
are well placed to provide the same high 
standard of product and service across 
the globe.
Our research and development 
laboratories are constantly innovating 
new products and improving existing 
ones to ensure that our clients  
benefit from the best in modern  
flooring technology.
Our commitment is to pioneer greener 
flooring products that adhere to our 

policy of environmental protection 
as well as introducing automated 
installation methods that keep us at the 
forefront of our industry. 
Our international client base is spread 
across a diverse range of market sectors 
and includes blue-chip brands such 
as  NASA, Lufthansa Technik, BAA, 
Nestlé, Kraft, Coca-Cola, AstraZeneca, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Jaguar, Bentley, 
BP, LG and Sony as well as Wembley 
Stadium, O2 Arena and Dubai,  
Kuala Lumpur and Hong Kong 
International Airports.

E. southafrica@flowcrete.com
www.flowcretesa.co.za

FLOWCRETE

“Figures For 2009 show ThaT copper 
Mining in ZaMbia produced in excess 

oF 725,000 Tonnes oF The MeTal”
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Higher grades are expected in the first six 
years of the mine life, which would provide 
an annual production rate ranging between 
270,000 tonnes and 300,000 tonnes of copper. 

Board of Directors approval for the 
development of Sentinel was granted in 
May 2012 and construction started shortly 
thereafter towards commissioning in mid-
2014. The mine life is estimated to be in 
excess of 15 years with potential to increase 

Flotation gantry crane

with planned delineation drilling and future 
successful exploration.  

Coming soon: An in-depth look at First 
Quantum Minerals - Trident project.

Since its creation in 2000, Jaid’s has 
grown steadily with the town of Solwezi.  
Jaid’s is now a one-stop-centre for all your 
household, stationery, hardware, electrical, 
automotive and construction needs. We 
represent major brands in most of these 
departments. With a current stock count 
of over 6000 product lines in-store, we are 
able to supply or source products for our 
customers in a timely and efficient manner.  
We have seen the needs of our customers 
change as Solwezi town continues to grow, 
while the demand for our reliability and 
customer service remains. As a result, 
Jaid’s has diversified into construction 
and plant hire, having since secured and 
completed projects for clients including 
governmental organisations, Kansanshi 

Mining PLC and FQMO. We also own 
two ready-mix batching plants to cater 
for all your concreting needs. As a well 
established and reputable company, we 
are aware of our social responsibility to 
the people of Solwezi. Jaids has helped 
with fundraising and donation of goods for 
numerous events in the region including 
funding to revamp the local cricket field. 
We are proud to be associated with First 
Quatum Minerals and wish them every 
success in the future. Jaid’s shares a 
cordial and longstanding relationship 
with FQMO and we would like to offer our 
services every step of the way forward.

E. jaids@zamnet.zm
www.jaidsgroup.com  

JAIDS

Jaids wholesalers has been in existence 
since 2000 and has since become the 
leading supplier of all the following 
products within Solwezi:
• Household goods • Office and home 
furniture • Beddings • Domestic and 
consumer electronics and electrical goods
• Stationery and office equipment
• Computers (software and hardware)

• Hardware and tools • Safety gear
• Motor vehicle oils and lubricants
• Automotive spares and tyres
• Construction machinery and equipment

Our vast experience of trading in the region 
has helped us remain at the forefront of 
wholesaling and retail trading in the Solwezi 
area. With core values based on quality, 
reliability, customer service, Jaid’s has a list 
of satisfied customers, which include the 
three main major mines within the Province, 
regional Chiefs, NGO’s and the local trade.

WHERE QUALITY MATTERS…

Jaid’s wholesaling and retail trading limited.
Tel: +260218821371
E-mail: jaids@zamnet.zm  
www.jaidsgroup.com
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For more information about First quantum 
Minerals - trident project visit:
www.first-quantum.com

sPencer ogDen
experience, flexibility and innovation: 
just three reasons why Spencer ogden 
is changing the face of global energy 
recruitment - and winning awards. our 
specialist Mining division follows suit, placing 
the industry’s finest candidates in key roles 
the world over. 
with offices in london, Scotland, Singapore, 
houston, hong Kong, Dubai and cape town, 

we connect globally and support locally, 
ensuring professional, efficient and seamless 
results for delivery on project teams and 
individual roles, contract and permanent.
From live project tracking to proactive 
headhunting, our end-to-end recruitment 
solutions do the job better, allowing us to find 
the expertise our clients need in a market.
www.somining.com
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